Sign In: Use clipboard, sign in with name, starting time, course, estimated finish time. Please sign out when completed.

Course: 50K course starts and finishes at Saratoga Gap.


 50M course starts and finishes at Rhus Ridge Road Parking Lot off Moody Road, about 1 mi west of Foothill College, Los Altos Hills. Sign in at Saratoga Gap on your way back to the finish.

50K Course Description:

· Cross HWY 9 at the north end of the parking lot. Take the Ridge trail north (1.5 miles) until you cross a dirt road (Charcoal Road) at a major trail junction. Continue N on the Ridge Trail until you reach Skyline Blvd (Hwy 35). Cross Skyline Blvd into Long Ridge Open Space Preserve (OSP); continue N on the Ridge Trail. Take Hickory Oaks trail north over the rolling hills until you get to a full view of the canyon below. 

· 
Hickory Oaks Trail and Ward Road will split with the road going left/W down into the canyon. Take Ward Road. There should be a sign to Portola State Park. Continue down the road to a gate closed by a chain. Squeeze around the gate. This is a steep downhill section, possibly muddy. Continue down the road for another mile or so until it flattens out a bit. A partially obscured trail sign in the brush points you to a right turn. Going straight will get you into a paint gun war with a bunch of rednecks. Taking the trail to the right will get you to Portola State Park.  Liberals, for once in your life, turn right unless you want a tour of Redtree Properties and their logging operation.

· 
Slate Creek Trail is in nice redwoods and kind of rolling. Then it will plunge steeply downhill again. There will be a gate as it eases up. Do not go through this gate. Back 20 feet will be a trail (Slate Creek Trail) off to the right into Portola State Park. You will cross a stream (duh, Slate Creek) at the bottom and then continue on nice rolling hills in deep redwood forest to Trail Camp (no water but there is an outhouse, not maintained). There is a signed trail to the left of the outhouse. Get on the trail (Slate Creek Trail). Do not take any of the dirt roads past the outhouse. 

· 
Continue on Slate Creek Trail until the junction of Slate Creek Trail and Summit Trail. Stay to the left onto Summit Trail. Stay on Summit Trail until you come to two big redwood water tanks (you can get water here) and then a paved road (100 yards after the tanks). Go left on the paved road around to the maintenance yard (official water stop at the water spigot on the building).  Camping sites in the park may also have water.

· 
From the maintenance yard take the road over the creek to the trail to Iverson's Cabin Site and then to Old Haul Road. (1/4 mile). Old Haul Road separates Portola State Park and Pescadero County Park. You have now done the most confusing part of the trails and are about 9-11 miles into the course. Now get set for the fun to start.

· 
Cross Old Haul Road and take Portola Trail up the next ridge. This will eventually become the Butano Ridge Trail and then Basin Trail. Do NOT make any right turns or go down any trails in this section. You are going up the ridge. Near the top of the ridge there will be a sign directing you to the left to Big Basin State Park. You will be on an easement through logging property along the side of the ridge. The Basin Trail Easement will cross a dirt logging road at a point ½ of the way to China Grade Road. The trail continues 100 feet up the logging road on the left.  Follow this trail until it comes out at the top of China Grade Road. The total mileage from Old Haul Road to China Grade Road is approximately 6.5 miles, mostly uphill. Your one official aid station, if offered, will be at the trail junction with China Grade Road (pavement),

· 
Real trail runners will cross China Grade Road continuing on Basin Trail. 100 yards past the road is a turn to the left which will take you on Basin Trail to the Skyline to Sea Trail. This segment is 3 miles of nice trail which parallels China Grade Road. Wimps usually take the road (half mile shorter). Continue on Basin Trail to the Skyline to Sea China Grade Crossing (1/4 mile from where Basin Trail dumps into the Syline to Sea Trail). You will now be heading back to Saratoga Gap (the opposite way that normal traffic flows, and although you don’t actually see the traffic, you hear it) via Waterman Gap.

· 
Cross China Grade Road (or turn left if on China Grade Road) onto the Skyline to Sea Trail heading to Waterman Gap. This segment is less than 5 miles and will cross HWY 236 several times before reaching Waterman Gap. It is a very pretty rolling section through lots of redwoods. You will also cross two private driveways about 1/2 way to Waterman Gap, and there will be a brown metal trail sign indicating the way . On the 3rd crossing of HWY 236 you will be less than a mile from Waterman Gap.  (Waterman Gap is the intersection of HWY 236 and HWY 9.)

· 
The Skyline to Sea Trail crosses HWY 9 about 200 yards up the Highway from the intersection with HWY 236. Just look across the roads at the numerous crossings for the trail entrance to continue on your journey.  Take the trail approximately 1/2 mile to the trail camp. There is an outhouse and water from a not too visible spigot. 

· 
>From the trail camp it is a short 7 miles of gradual uphill back to Saratoga Gap via the Skyline to Sea Trail. The trail will cross HWY 9 several times. Staying on the Skyline to Sea Trail is the shorter route and is the better marked trail. An alternate via the Toll Road (connector near the half way back point) is longer but flatter. Most of the way from Waterman's Gap to Saratoga Gap is a moderate uphill via either route. Where the Toll Road and Skyline to Sea trails meet again, you are almost back (long 1/2 mile or short mile).

50 Mile Course Description and Instructions:

· Start Early at the Rhus Ridge parking lot on Rhus Ridge Road (off Moody Road 1+ mile from Foothill College).

· Somehow merge into the 50K course described above.  You should learn the route, and here is a general guide: Ascend Rhus Ridge Trail a steep 0.9 mi. to a right on the 3.9 mi trail to Black Mt, again steep in parts.  Where the climb pops out through a gate and onto a road stay right, then in 300 yds go right again keeping the radar towers on your right as you go towards Indian Camp.  Water marked “non-potable” at Indian Camp is okay.  The District doesn’t test it so they have to post it.  Descend W 1.2 mi on Indian Creek Trail to a left on Canyon Trail, with a sign indicating 7.5 mi to Saratoga Gap. A short <1 mi distance from the Canyon Trail junction there is a spring on the left with potable water coming out of a white plastic pipe inserted into a small spring pool formed by concrete and rocks.  Continue descending mostly about 1-2 mi to a creek crossing.  Stop.  Saratoga Gap is about 4+ miles straight ahead, but your route will turn right towards and past Grizzly Flat, then 2 mi more to Skyline Blvd/Rte 35.  Cross the highway and continue along the trails to Long Ridge via Peters Creek Trail until you get to Ward Road.  Turn right on Ward Road and stay on it to merge with the 50K course.  Ward Rd descends to Slate Creek Trail into Portola State Park.
· On your way back, stop at Saratoga Gap and sign Out, telling us you have passed.  Leaving Saratoga Gap, go N across Hy 9 for 1.5 mi on Ridge Trail to Charcoal Road.  50K course goes straight ahead to the N.  You will bear right down Charcoal Road for some steep descents on a wide unpaved road, turning left after what seems like a couple miles, going towards the Canyon Trail/Stevens Canyon.  You will eventually cross the creek in the Canyon where you left/W to go to Grizzly Flat.  Continue N on Canyon Trail back to a right on Indian Creek Trail, a steep 1.2 mi ascent of Black Mt.  From Black Mt retrace your route back to Rhus Ridge.
Warning: You are even more on your own on this course.  You will not encounter many people, and it feels remote in many places.  If you don’t know the route, go with someone who does.  The course is about 52 miles.  

Now, go have fun and don't get lost. 

